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On March 13, several thousand teachers organized seven simultaneous marches in diverse locations
in Mexico City. The teachers demanded a 100% wage hike, and democratization of union structure.
City transit was hopelessly snarled for several hours. Participants in the marches included teachers
from Oaxaca, Guerrero, Chiapas, Michoacan, Morelos, Sinaloa, Puebla, Zacatecas states, and from
Mexico City. Protesting teachers pertain to a dissident faction of the National Education Workers
Union (SNTE), the largest labor group in Latin America. The SNTE claims a membership of 1.2
million. On March 15 in Mexico City, about 10,000 teachers demonstrated outside the presidential
residence demanding higher pay and trade union reforms. According to a communique by the
CNTE, teachers' monthly salaries average 600,000 pesos (about US$200). Next, the CNTE blasted
an "education modernization" bill proposed by President Carlos Salinas' administration. The
legislation, said the communique, would "transform teachers into pariahs, with starvation wages,
and put our students in the hands of cheap labor." The demonstration caused several hours of
monumental traffic jams in downtown Mexico City. On March 18, the SNTE and CNTE reached
an agreement, ending the strikes and protest marches. The agreement specifies that both will
demand wage hikes to compensate for inflation. A percentage increase was not mentioned. The
CNTE agreed to terminate a vigil in front of the Education Ministery and SNTE offices in effect
for the previous two weeks. A month ago, CNTE adherents from Chiapas, Oaxaca and Guerrero
states commenced staggered work stoppages to demand a 100% salary increase and democratization
of their union. The CNTE strike, which began with staggered walkouts in January, was at first
ignored by the SNTE and government officials. As of March 18, up to 100,000 teachers had joined
the protest, a tent city had been constructed outside Education Ministry offices, and daily protests
were designed to bring the city to a standstill. Strikers had planned to surround the presidential
palace on March 19. On Wednesday, the protesters' agenda included blocking entries and exits
to the city's international airport. Thursday was marked for several demonstrations outside
embassies. On Friday, the teachers had planned to close off all access routes to the city. (Sources: La
Jornada, 01/30/91-02/01/91, 03/05/91, 03/18/91; El Nacional, Excelsior, 01/30/91, 01/31/91, 02/13/91;
El Financiero, 01/30/91, 01/31/91, 02/13/91, 03/05/91, 03/18/91; Uno Mas Uno, 03/05/91; El Universal,
03/18/91; Notimex, Agence France- Presse, 03/13/91, 03/15/91, 03/18/91)
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